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five in number, and twelve out of seventeen of the district judges, were arbitrarily removed from office; and others, whom this functionary desired, were appointed in their places. In addition to this, the county officers in seventy-five out of the one hundred and twenty-eight counties were removed, and others appointed in their places. By arbitrary order, none but persons capable of taking the test oath, and registered as such, were allowed to serve as jurors.
No people but one defeated and exhausted by a long and bloody war, would have endured such outrages. Such arbitrary acts, of themselves, would have been sufficient, under ordinary circumstances, to have de-luged any State in blood. But the oppressed ex-rebels proudly endured the wrong in silence.
This wrong, General Hancock, as soon as he took command, aimed to repair; and his first step in this direction was the promulgation of the famous " General Order No. 40." To this order Governor Pease took exception, and sent to the press an open letter addressed to General Hancock, in which he criticised with great severity the action of the latter in issuing the order.
He cited the act of Congress providing "for the more efficient government of the Southern States," which made the government of Texas provisional, and, as a part of the Fifth Military District, subject to mill-tary law. He affirmed that the President had put Hancock in command of a military force to protect the rights of property and person, suppress insurrection and violence, and to punish offenders either by military commissions or .by the local civil tribunals, as his judg-ty, of necessity invests district commanders with control over the agents of the Bureau, to the extent of at least enabling them to restrain these agents from any interference with, or disregard of their prerogatives as district commanders.d agents under your direction, in the proper execution
